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15. Catostaura Aubry in Aubry & Bord (2009) 
 
Type species: Cruciplacolithus filigranus Mai 2001 
Etymology: From Cato (Gr. beneath) and Stauro (Gr. cross); in reference to the proximal 

location of the central structure. 
Description: Concave-convex placolith with a monocyclic distal shield and a bicyclic 

proximal shield. The central area is strongly depressed in distal view. It is occupied 
by a composite central structure located in proximal position below the inner contact 
between the proximal and distal shields and protruding proximally. This structure 
consists of an outer cycle of elements to which are connected a central cross aligned 
with the major and minor axes of the elliptical placolith and elements that may fill 
the openings between the outer cycle and the bars. The outer cycle consists of 
elements oriented almost perpendicular to a proximal plane at the basal edge of the 
central area (where the two shields meet proximally). The bars of the central-cross 
consist, as in Cruciplacolithus, of two parallel rows of subquadrangular elements. 

Differences: The main difference with Cruciplacolithus is the proximal location and 
orientation of the central structure. No filling of the central openings is known in 
Cruciplacolithus. 

Remarks: Mai (2001) noted the distinct construction of the central area of C. filigranus 
compared to placoliths of Cruciplacolithus. It is unclear whether a low wall occurs at 
the base of the central area, in distal position with respect to the central structure in 
the generotype. Ericsonia? brotzeni is tentatively assigned to Eocruciplacolithus. Perch-
Nielsen (1979) noted that the central structure was protruding proximally. In this 
taxon, the openings delineated by the cross-structure are filled by elements as in C. 
filigranus. The main difference in the latter is the occurrence of a prominent outer 
central cycle (the wall). 

Species: Catostaura filigrana (Mai) Aubry n. c. (=Cruciplacolithus filigranus Mai 2001, p. 145, 
pl. 1, figs. 1–6). Catostaura brotzenii (Perch-Nielsen) Aubry, n. c. (=Ericsonia? brotzenii 
Perch-Nielsen 1979, p. 60, 61, pl. 2, figs. 3–6). 
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